Microheterogeneities, non-equivalance, and embryonic induction.
The thrust of this report is to stress the importance of microheterogeneities in the microenvironment of differentiating tissues as a possible inducer or regulator of differentiation. During chondrogenesis both qualitative and quantitative changes occur in the proteoglycan population. Using molecular sieve chromatography, these changes can be characterized and used as indices of differentiation. Microheterogeneities of the extracellular matrix may be an example of "non-equivalence" as a regulatory device for differentiation.